
1 | P a g e  
 

 
  
  
  

 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
2017 – 2018  

MINUTES 
 

Thursday 22nd November 2018, 6.00pm – 7.00pm 
Bay Room, Cosmopolitan Centre,  

 
Attendees:   Sydney East Business Chamber Board:  Katherine O'Regan – Chair,  

Frances Keevil –Director, Mark Gilden –Director, Greg Kelly - Director  
   Sydney East Business Chamber: Kellie Prescott – CEO 
 
   Sydney East Business Chamber Members:  

Carlin Rookes – Uptech, Deirdre O'Loghlin - Queen of Spin, Jack Flanagan - 
Rebirth Health Fitness, Malcom Kofsky - Kofsky Optometry, Megan 
Hauptfleisch - Green Light Marketing, Ralf Bruegger - Intercontinental Hotel, 
Rowena Hamilton - Darling Point Edge 

 
              Observers: Peter Breed – Resident 
 
Apologies:  Michael Schiffer, Magdalena Lapcevic, Valent Lau, David Sandbrook, 

Andrea Connolly, Chris Cullen and Marina Passalaris  
 

WELCOME  

 

The Chair opened the meeting at 7.05 pm and welcomed all to the Annual General 
Meeting of the Sydney East Business Chamber; a quorum had been met and the year 
in review was from 30 June 2017 – 1 July 2018. 
 
The Sydney East Business Chamber is the new trading name for the Double Bay + 
Districts Business Chamber. The Double Bay + District Business Chamber was 
established in 2017 covering the area from Rushcutters Bay to Watson’s Bay.  
 
 
CORRESPONDENCE  
 
No correspondence had been received. 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
  
The President’s Report was tabled. 
 
The Chair reflected on the year and highlighted its importance for small businesses in 
our district given the growth and transformation of the Chamber. 
 
The Double Bay + Districts Business Chamber officially commenced operations 1 June 
2017 and following a consultation with stakeholders changed name to Sydney East 
Business Chamber. This change and growth delivered on the Board strategy to build 
the strength and capability of the Chamber to enable the organisation to deliver 
more to business and to the community. 
 
In mid-2017 the Board were approached by Rose Bay Chamber with a proposal to 
merge and following due diligence the Board agreed to progress this. We welcomed 
Mark Gilden, former Chair of the Rose Bay Chamber of Commerce to our Board and 
we welcomed the Rose Bay Chamber members to our growing Chamber family. Since 
that time Mark has been a valued member of the Chamber Boar contributing in many 
ways from walking the streets to listen to businesses across the district to stepping 
into facilitate a growing partnership the Chamber has with our new partner BMW. 
 
The Chamber now serves a community of over 10,000 businesses and 60,000 
residents along the harbour peninsular from Rushcutters Bay through to Watsons 
Bay.  The new positioning and brand as Sydney East Business Chamber, provides a 
stronger voice, greater access to services and a broader network.  
 
The new Chamber website includes a business directory and an enhanced social 
media strategy to profiles members online. This includes a new members portal and 
member directory. 
 
The marketing events of the Chamber including the Double Bay Street Festival and 
Rose Bay Summer Carnival remained strong. This were supported by crowd attracting 
Double Bay Dog Day and our new digital light event Reflections on Rose Bay as well 
as the art installation and activation of Bovines on the Beach which was widely 
covered by the media locally and abroad in New York.  
 
The Chair noted that Business Forums on the future of transport, leadership and 
building businesses online has also helped to educate and engage the business 
community. 
 
The Chair also noted that over the year the focus has been to deliver great outcomes 
for our community through strong insights, rich knowledge and deep relation ships. 
  
The Chamber worked with Woollahra Council to install decorative street lighting in 
Double Bay and an upgrade of Guilfoyle Park. In Rose Bay enhanced footway cleaning 
and new planters were installed. The Chamber also addressed parking issues 
throughout the district. 
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To support businesses, the Chamber leveraged its relationship with NSW Business 
Chamber to ease the tax burden and reduce the growing pressure of energy costs.  
 
The 2017 – 2018 year has seen the Chamber membership and positioning expand 
giving greater voice and vitality to our work and ability to make a difference across 
the Sydney East district. 
 
The Chamber has proudly been recognised as winners of the Regional Chamber of the 
Year by the NSW Business Chamber and was nominated for the NSW Chamber of the 
Year held in November 23, 2018. 
 
The Chair noted that there was an administrative change at the Chamber as Cara Inia 
our operations manager for five years left to take up a senior role in the NSW 
Department of Transport.  
 
The Chair extended thanks on behalf of the Board to Cara for her significant 
contribution to building the organisation, our services and our events programme.  
The Chair welcomed Kellie Prescott to lead the Chamber going forward and noted 
Megan for her help in in building our online and member offer. 
 
The Chair noted the priorities going forward remain on building the voice for 
business in the district and building services to support businesses and strengthen 
the community. 
 
The Chamber’s committed to building a strong community to make strong business is 
supported by a strong line up of events for 2019 that will attract people to key areas 
including DBSF, Double Bay Dog Day, Rose Bay Summer Carnival and events for 
entrepreneurs and to showcase fashion. 
 
 
Resolution: That the President’s Report is accepted 
 
Moved: Mark Gilden           Seconded: Frances Keevil              Motion Carried  
 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
The accounts for the 2017 – 2018 year were tabled. 
 
The Chair outlined the financial position of the Chamber noting that there had been 
an increase in the diversity of revenue sources and increase in financial stability.  
The financial statements show a Net Profit of $31,848.63 for the period. 
 
The current financial year is on track and with a focus on building membership, 
introduction of event fees, securing partnerships the Board is confident of further 
strengthening our financial position. 
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There was discussion on the variety of revenue sources from events, membership 
and council. 
 
Resolution: That the Treasurer’s Report be accepted 
 
Move: Mark Gilden        Seconded: Greg Kelly   Motion: Carried  
 
 
ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS 
 
The Chair noted that in accordance with the Constitution the transition board was 
established. One transition board member, James Keulemans subsequently stepped 
down to take up a role in London and Mark Gilden was appointed by the Board to fill 
the casual vacancy. 
 
Three Director positions are required to be vacated Michael Schiffer, Magdalena 
Lapcevic and Mark Gilden (casual vacancy). 
 
Michael Schiffer has advised the Chair that he will not re-stand for the Board. The 
Chair on behalf of the board thanked Michael Robert Schiffer for his efforts and 
guidance on the Board for over 4 years as a board member and 2 years as Deputy 
Chair. 
 
Three nominations for Board positions were received.  
 
Resolution: That Magdalena Lapcevic, Mark Gilden and Carlin Rookes be accepted 
as Board members. 
 
Move: Katherine O’Regan        Seconded: Greg Kelly   Motion: Carried 
 
APPOINTMENT OF AUDITOR  
 
The Chair advised that Hill and Rogers are current Auditors. 
 
Resolution: That Hill and Rogers are appointed auditors 
 
Moved: Mark Gilden     Seconded: Greg Kelly    Motion: Carried  
 
GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
Rowena Hamilton from the Darling Point Edge and Deirdre O’Loghlin from Queen of 

Spin and the Double Bay Networking Group shared news and events. 
 
General discussion on topics including membership, Rose Bay activities, plans to 
serve district, performance monitoring and coming events. 
 
Meeting closed 7.10 pm 


